THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the
PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION to

MARINE EXPEDITIONARY BRIGADE-AFGHANISTAN
for service as set forth in the following
CITATLION:

For outstanding performance in action against enemy forces
from 29 May 2009 to 12 April 2010, in support of Operation
ENDURING FREEDOM. Marine Expeditionary Brigade-Afghanistan
conducted the most holistic counterinsurgency campaign since the
Coalition presgence in Afghanistan began in 2001. Operating in
three separate and austere provinces that had been bereft of
government efficacy for years, the Brigade constructed
expeditionary bases and air fields, and struck decisively at the
heart of the Taliban insurgency with Operation KHANJAR in July
2009. Cities and hamlets across the region, from Now Zad to Khan
Nechin, resumed regional commerce and schooling for children, and
participated 1in mnational elections. Concurrent with kinetic
fighting, the Brigade engaged tribal, religiousg, and government
leaders with population-centric civil-military operations that
synchronized developmental efforts across 58,000 square miles of
battle-space. In February 2010, Operation MOSHTARAK reclaimed
Marjah, a strategic agricultural hub and narco-terrorist safe
haven in the Helmand River Valley. Together with thousands of
Afghan National Security Forces, the Brigade tangibly improved
the geo-political landscape of Southwestern Afghanistan. By their
outstanding courage, aggressive fighting spirit, and untiring
devotion to duty, the officers, enlisted personnel, and civilian
employees of Marine Expeditionary Brigade-Afghanistan reflected
great credit upon themselves and upheld the highest traditions of
the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.
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