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Highlights of North Korean history
Kim Jong II, who ruled North Korea since his father’s death 
in 1994, died Dec. 17, 2011. A look at some of the 
significant events in his country’s history:
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U.S. agrees to 
give two nuclear 
reactor that 
produce less 
weapons- grade 
plutonium

1998
Launches rocket 
that flies over 
Japan, lands in 
Pacific Ocean; 
one of its subs 
captured 
by South Korea 
in its waters

2002
North, South 
wage naval gun 
battle in Yellow 
Sea; nuclear 
tensions mount

2006
Test-fires 
long- and 
short-range 
missiles; 
claims to test 
a nuclear 
weapon for 
the first time

2008
Kim Jong II 
fails to 
appear at  
parade, is 
thought to 
have had
a stroke

2010
Sinking of 
South Korean 
warship 
exacerbates 
tensions; U.S. 
announces 
new sanctions 
on the North

2007
Passenger 
trains cross 
North-South 
border for 
the first 
time; prime 
ministers 
from each 
state meet

2003
Withdraws 
from Nuclear 
Non- 
Proliferation 
Treaty; six- 
nations talks 
over its 
nuclear 
program start

1996
Floods, followed 
by long, severe 
famine; U.N. 
provides food 
aid in 1998

Kim Jong II and 
south’s Kim 
Dae Jung hold 
first summit; 
reopen border 
liaison offices, 
give amnesty to 
some prisoners

Launches 
“communications” 
satellite, walks 
out of six-nation 
talks, says it has 
carried out an 
underground 
nuclear test 

Agrees to inspections 
by International 
Atomic Energy 
Agency, then refuses 
access to suspected 
nuclear weapons 
production sties

Democratic 
People’s 
Republic 
of Korea  
proclaimed

U.S. spy 
plane shot 
down

Japanese occupation 
of Korea ends after 
World War II; Soviet 
troops occupy the north, 
U.S. troops the south

1946
Soviet-backed 
leader Kim II 
Sung installed; 
Korean 
Worker’s Party 
(KWP) has its 
start

1950-1953
Korean War; North Korea 
invades South after South 
declares independence; 
China supports North; 
U.N. and U.S. troops 
support South; end with 
armistice creating DMZ
at 38th parallel  

1980s
Kim Jong II 
groomed for 
succession, 
begins climb up 
political ladder

1994
Kim Jong II 
succeeds 
as leader 

2011
Kim Jong II 
dies, 
youngest 
son Kim 
Jong Un 
likely 
successor
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