Cultural, historical differences divide country

The rebellion in Libya is about more than just ousting Moammar Gadhali, It also reflects diflerences between the two most populous regions, wiich have histarically been rivals for power.

TUNISIA ...* = @ Contested city
2diin s _od R
Zawiya| PO pisrata
Libya's smallest I""'"l:-.-.. |
but most populous r
region has cuttural @55 Banl Walid 8
ties 1o nearky \ Ry, e
Tunisia, Algeria
and Morocoo, itis g
Gadhal's homa
raqion and site ® L]
of Libya's capital M
and political power - ;
basa o 1 v
L]
Hun
| L
. Fezzan
i’ e * Tribalksm predomi-
\ . nates in this sparsety
ALGERIA 4 v Sabha populated desert
d__,." - region, which has
> Awbari cultural ties extending
-1\ into sub-Saharan
Africa; non-Arab
b * 5 oA .‘h-'.“m“q athnic groups, such as
h“*.l the Amazigh, or
® Ghat Barbers, opposed the
o regime before the
- current rebellion
The country g
= Slze 679,362 square milgs, '
slightly larger than Alaska
= Arable land 1%
* Population 6.6 million NIGER
« Ethnic groups Berber and Arab, CHAD
a7 %, ather, 3%
+ Literacy rate 82 6% - .
* Independence 1851, from UM, nll F"“'“F“““

trustaaship after Raly refinquishad control
in 1947

- Government type Autharitarian state

+ Chief of state Moammar Gadhatfi, sinca
19659

= GOP 589.0 billion (2010)
» GDP per capita 313,800 (2010)

» Unemployment rate 30% (2004, latest
available)

~ Key industries Oil, petrochemicals
= Intermet users 353,900 (2009)
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In milllions of barrels per day

2010 1.8 million barrels —
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OIl exports by destination, Jan.-Nov. 2010

Italy 28% Others 26%
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France 15% Germany 10%
China 11% Spain 10%
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Country's eastern and second most populous
region has strong cultural ties to Eqypt and
was home 15 its monarchy wabl Gadhali
saized power in 1969, Benghazi, ns largast
city, was the base of Libya's anti-colonial
insurgency prior to World War 1l and today is

the center of anti-Gadhafi forcas SUDAN
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